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UPCOMING MCBA EVENTS

MCBA Monthly Meeting The next general membership meeting will be held on Thursday, March 4, 2004 at 5:30 p.m. at the Legal Aid Bureau, Second Floor.  Remember to bring your $50.00 annual dues and business cards.  The guest speaker will be a representative from Baltimore City Chapter of the Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN).  

Annual Prayer Breakfast The breakfast will be held at Zion Church of the City (across the street from City Hall), on Thursday, March 25, 2004, at 7:45 a.m.  This is a free event.
MCB Foundation Golf Tournament – Mark your calendars for Saturday, July 10, 2004, Compass Pointe, in Pasadena, MD.

UPCOMING LEGAL COMMUNITY EVENTS

FROM THE NBA:  For additional information, go to the NBA website at www.nationalbar.org 
79th NBA Annual Convention & Exhibit

The theme for this year’s convention is “Pursuing Parity, Delivering Service.”  The convention will be held on August 7-14, 2004 at The Westin Charlotte, Charlotte, NC.  

17th Annual Corporate Counsel Conference

The conference will be held on February 26-28, 2004, at The Westin La Cantera Resort, San Antonio, TX.

24th Annual Mid-Year Conference & Gertrude E. Rush Award Dinner

The conference will be held on March 31 - April 4, 2004, at the Madison Hotel, Washington, DC.

FROM MARYLAND NBA AFFILIATES:

Education Seminar for Students – “Choosing A Legal Career”

The Alliance of Black Women Attorneys of Maryland, Inc., in conjunction with other bar associations, will host a seminar for students in the Lake Clifton/Eastern Law Related Education Program.  The event will be held on April 21, 2004, from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at City Hall – Curran Conference Room. 

African-American Women of the Maryland Bench 

The Black Women's Bar Association of Suburban Maryland, Inc. will host a judicial reception on Thursday, March 25, 2004 from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m., at the Law Office of Knight, Manzi, Nussbaum, & LaPlaca in Upper Marlboro, MD.  A donation of $15.00 is requested.  For more information and to RSVP, please contact Dolores Dorsainvil (202) 256-3545 or d_dorsainvil@hotmail.com  by March 15, 2004. 
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FROM BLSA: For additional information, go to the BLSA website at www.nblsa.org                                                                                                                                                                         

29th University of Maryland BLSA Annual Scholarship and Awards Banquet  The banquet will take place at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 6, 2004, at the Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel in Downtown Baltimore.  The keynote speaker for the event will be Harry S. Johnson, Esq., President, MSBA.  For additional information, please contact Antoinette A. McRae, Vice-President & Banquet Chair, at (410) 706-6069, or amcra001@umaryland.edu  ( See Attachment for more details.)
36th National Black Law Students Association Annual Convention  The convention will be held on March 17-21, 2004, at the Hilton Boston Logan Airport, Boston, MA.        

FROM THE ABA:  For additional information, go to the ABA website at www.abanet.org 

ABA Survey of Female Lawyers of Color - This is the first research of its kind.  To get more information about the survey and be a participant, please log onto http://www.abanet.org/women/women_color_registration.html 
FROM THE MSBA: For additional information, go to the MSBA website at www.msba.org  

Leadership Academy Accepting Applications for 2004-2005
Interested in becoming a leader in the Maryland State Bar Association (MSBA)?  Interested in becoming a leader in your Local or Specialty Bar Associations?  The MSBA's Leadership Academy is a 12 month venture into developing leadership enhancing experiences, and you can learn more about the internal workings of the MSBA.  Each term, Fellows are selected from a pool of applicants.  This term has 15 Fellows participating in the program.  If you or someone you know is interested in taking this challenge, you can print an application and forward it to the MSBA by March 31, 2004.   

STATEWIDE PRO BONO EVENTS & TRAINING:

Pro Bono Reporting Forms In Mail
On December 26, 2003, the Court of Appeals of Maryland mailed the Pro Bono Reporting Form for 2003 and the IOLTA Compliance Form for 2003 to all Maryland attorneys.  All Maryland attorneys are required to complete both forms and return them to the Court of Appeals of Maryland.  These forms should have been completed and returned to the Court by February 15, 2004.  If you did not file, do it today!  Go to the Court's website and complete and submit both forms electronically.  

Membership on Board of Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland.  PBRC is seeking three (3) new Board members.  Interested persons should submit their resumes and cover letters no later than February 27, 2004 to Thomas M. Meachum, Chairman, Committee on Appointments, Maryland State Bar Association, c/o Reese and Carney, LLP, 10715 Charter Drive, Columbia, Maryland 21044; or submit by fax to Thomas M. Meachum,  (410) 730-7729.  ( See Attachment for more details.)
Take Advantage of Free and Reduced Fee Trainings for Pro Bono Lawyers   The Bridge the Gap Series is sponsored by The Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland and MICPEL.  Cost is $30 per program for pro bono lawyers; all volunteers are also expected to accept a pro bono assignment through a legal services organization.  Upcoming programs include:(1) Special Education: Help Students With Special Needs Secure The Critical Services They Require, on March 31, 2004, in Baltimore, MD; (2) Child Custody from A to Z, on April 13, 2004, in Baltimore, MD.  For more information on these and other training programs, visit the PBRC website at: www.probonomd.org.  To register, please contact the Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland at: (410) 837-9379; (800) 492-1964; or email: pbrc@probonomd.org.                                                                                           2

	
	


Maryland’s 6th Annual Legal Services Partnership Conference  - The conference is scheduled for May 20, 2004, in Baltimore, MD.  The special keynote address will be given by The Honorable Rosalie Silberman Abella from the Ontario Court of Appeals. 

2004 Maryland Pro Bono Service Awards  - These awards recognize the variety of contributors involved in providing pro bono legal services, including: individuals, members of the judiciary, pro bono organizations, law firms, government legal departments, in-house corporate counsel, educators, elected officials, or non-legal organizations.  Please check our website at http://www.probonomd.org/breaking.html, or call us at (410) 837-9379 for nomination forms and additional information. 

Representing Parents and Guardians in CINA Cases - This training event is sponsored by the Representation Subcommittee of the Foster Care Court Improvement Project, which encourages attorneys with some experience and interest in juvenile court to volunteer to represent parents and guardians in Child in Need of Assistance (CINA) cases.  The Public Defender’s Office will provide the training, and it will be held on Saturday, March 20, 2004, from 9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m., at the Annapolis - Judicial Training Center.  This training is targeted to attorneys interested in: earning pro bono hours by taking a case at a reduced fee or  waiving the fee, learning the skills you need to become part of the Public Defender’s panel list, and for newly hired PD CINA staff attorneys.  For more information and to register contact: Hope Gary, Esq. Administrative Office of the Courts (410)260-1728.
FROM THE BABC:  For additional information, go to http://www.baltimorebar.org/index.html 
Circuit Court for Baltimore City Courthouse Tour, Ceremony & Reception – The Young Lawyers’ Division (YLD) of the Bar Association of Baltimore City (BABC) will host this biannual event on March 11, 2004, to welcome new admittees.  The tour of the courthouse begins at 2:00 p.m. followed by a ceremony and reception, which will start at 4:15 p.m.  Admission is free for new admittees and their guest.

Nuts and Bolts of Practicing Law in District Court for Baltimore City – The YLD of the BABC will also host this event, which consists of two sessions – a morning & an afternoon.  The training is scheduled for Saturday, March 20, 2004, from 8:00 to 12:00 Noon and  1:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.  Call the BABC headquarters at (410) 539-5936 for more details.

FROM THE LAW SCHOOLS:

(University of Baltimore)

10th Annual UBSPI Goods & Services Auction - is scheduled to take place on Thursday, March 4, 2004, at 7:00 p.m., at the Lyric Opera House.  Cost is $10.00 for general admission & $5.00 for students.  The event raises funds for students working in public interest law.  Call (410) 410-837-5671, email Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. or go to http://www.ubspi.org/index2.html#top 

19th Annual a.m. LAW – The Ginsberg Seminar Series  - Three (3) free 8:00 a.m. breakfast presentations will be held at the Law Center, and they are:

1.  “Personal Service To Athletes & Entertainers” – Tuesday, March 16, 2004

2.  “A Survey of Current Civil Liberties & Civil Rights Issues” – Tuesday, April 13, 2004

3.  “The Impact of New Regulations on Disability Benefits” – Tuesday, May 18, 2004

For additional information, please call (410) 837-6797 or email e&ar@ubalt.edu, or go to http://law.ubalt.edu/centers/amlaw/programs.html 







       3

50th ANNIVERSARY OF BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION
(A Year-Long Celebration)

March 9, 2004 -  “The Road to Brown IV: Roadblocks and Resistance”  Professor Sherrilyn Ifill, University of Maryland School of Law, will be the presenter.  The event will be held from 6:15 – 7:45 p.m. at the University of Maryland Law School. 

April 29, 2004 to May 1, 2004 – “Conference Commemorating the Fiftieth Anniversary of Brown”  This event is jointly sponsored by the University of Maryland School of Law, Coppin State College, and Morgan State University.  For more information, contact Dr. Cynthia Neverdon-Morton, Chair, Department of History, Geography, and Global Studies at Coppin State (410) 951-3433, Cneverdon-Morton@coppin.edu; Dr. Annette Palmer, Chair, Department of History and Geography at Morgan State University, (443) 885-3190, apalmer@moac.morgan.edu; or Professor Dave Bogen, University of Maryland School of Law (410) 706-7221, dbogen@law.maryland.edu . 
 For more Brown v. Board of Education 50th Anniversary Calendar of Events, visit the MSBA website at http://www.msba.org/brownvboard.htm 
JUDICIAL ELECTIONS & COURT NOMINATIONS 

Congratulations to Betty Stemley Sconion on her nomination to the Judicial Nominating Commission’s short list of pooled candidates for the vacancy on the District Court for Baltimore County.    

If you are interested in assisting the following candidates as poll judges or campaign workers in their respective countywide elections in this upcoming Maryland primary on Tuesday, March 2nd, please contact them at:

· Hon. Vicki Ballou-Watts, sitting judge on the Circuit Court for Baltimore County, call Phil Tirabassi (410) 879-0026, ptirabassi@notilaw.com, or www.sitting-judges.com. 

· Brenda A. Clark, Esq., candidate for Circuit Court for Baltimore County, call (410) 785-3857, or bclarklawoffice@aol.com .

· Hon. Rodney Warren, sitting judge on the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County, call Prof. Karen Cook at (410) 777-7370.

ATTORNEY ASSESSMENT

The Attorney Grievance Commission (AGC) handles complaints of misconduct against Maryland lawyers and al resulting disciplinary cases.  Its’ budget is set by the Court of Appeals.  The Court of Appeals of Maryland approved an increase of $35 for each attorney for fiscal year 2005 and an additional $5 per year for the next succeeding five (5) years commencing in fiscal year 2006.  Therefore, beginning July 1, 2004, the yearly attorney assessment for AGC will be $100 per lawyer.

UPCOMING AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY EVENTS

79th Annual Black History Month Luncheon - The Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc will host a Black History Luncheon on Saturday, February 28, 2004.  The lecturer is Charles J. Ogletree, Jr. of Harvard Law School, and the Luncheon theme is "Before Brown - Beyond Boundaries"  The luncheon will be held at Howard University, J. Armour Blackburn Student Center Washington, DC, at 12:00 Noon.  The cost is $50.00 per person. For ticket information, call (202) 865-0053, or http://www.asalh.org/.
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EMPLOYMENT NOTICES

Law Clerk, Family Division, Circuit Court for Baltimore City

The Family Division of the Circuit Court for Baltimore City is seeking a law clerk.  A third or fourth year evening student or a recent graduate interested in Family Law is asked to apply.  The current salary is $21,041.00 per year plus benefits.  Interested persons are asked to submit resumes only to:  Master Robert L. Bloom 107 Courthouse East, 111 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202.                                                        

Maryland Judiciary:


  
http://www.courts.state.md.us/jobs/index.html 

Office of the Attorney General:                    
http://www.oag.state.md.us/jobs.htm 

Office of the Public Defender: 


http://www.opd.state.md.us/Employment/jobpostings.htm 

Baltimore City State's Attorney's Office:
http://www.stattorney.org/employ.htm
MCBA GENERAL MEETING SCHEDULE

             February 5, 2004

March 4, 2004


April 1, 2004 

   

May 6, 2004


June 3, 2004 


July 1, 2004 

           August 5, 2004


September 2, 2004

*October 7, 2004

Mark your calendars accordingly.  MCBA General Membership Meetings are held the first Thursday of the month at the Legal Aid Bureau, 500 East Lexington Street, Second Floor, Main Conference Room.  The meetings will start promptly at 5:30 p.m.

* Annual Meeting 
** Conflict – meeting moved to 2nd Thursday of the month
MCBA MEMBER OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to Kendra Y. Ausby as the January 2004 MCBA Member of the Month.  Kendra has continued the legacy of outstanding MCBA Judicial Nominating Committee chairpersons.  When asked to serve as chairperson, she embraced the opportunity.  Her dedication, preparation, and attention to detail reflect credit upon herself and MCBA.  Kendra is an Assistant Attorney General at the Department of Juvenile Services.

MCBA WEBSITE

Please visit the MCBA “SPLASH PAGE” on the Maryland State Bar Website at: 

http://www.msba.org/links/md/specialty/mon_city_bar/index.htm 
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PAGE  
Headquarters - 500 E. Lexington Street, Suite 103   Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Mailing Address - P.O. Box 2195  Baltimore, Maryland 21203-2195

(410) 234-9991   /www.msba.org/links/md/specialty/mon_city_bar/index.htm

Monumental City Bar Association, Inc. is an affiliate of the National Bar Association, Inc.
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