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UPCOMING MCBA EVENTS

MCBA Monthly Meeting  The next general membership meeting will be held on Thursday, February 5, 2004 at 5:30 p.m. at the Legal Aid Bureau, Second Floor.  Remember to bring your $50.00 annual dues and business cards.

MCBA & MCBF Joint Scholarship Luncheon   The luncheon is tentatively scheduled for May 4, 2004.   Save this Date!

UPCOMING LEGAL COMMUNITY EVENTS

FROM THE NBA:  For additional information, go to the NBA website at www.nationalbar.org
79th NBA Annual Convention & Exhibit

The theme for this year’s convention is “Pursuing Parity, Delivering Service.”  The convention will be held on August 7-14, 2004 at The Westin Charlotte, Charlotte, NC.  

NBA Judicial Council & Board of Governors Mid-Winter Meeting 

The meeting will be held on January 21-25, 2004, at Divi Carina Bay Beach Resort & Casino, St Croix, US Virgin Island.

17th Annual Corporate Counsel Conference

The conference will be held on February 26-28, 2004, at The Westin La Cantera Resort, San Antonio, TX.

FROM BLSA: For additional information, go to the BLSA website at www.nblsa.org                                                                                                                                                                         

Miscarriages of Justice – The Tulia, Texas Case   In the small town of Tulia, Texas (population 5,000) in 1999 black residents -- nearly 10% of the town's black population – were arrested and charged with being drug traffickers and kingpins.  In each case, the amount of cocaine alleged to have been sold by these defendants amounted to less than $200.  Yet thirty-eight were convicted and sentenced to lengthy prison terms, some to terms of 90 years or more, by mostly all white juries.  On Thursday, January 22, 2004, from 3:00 –5:30 p.m., two of the lawyers who worked on the case, Vanita Gupta, Assistant Counsel at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Inc. and E. Desmond Hogan, partner at the law firm of Hogan & Hartson in Washington, DC, will be speaking about the case at the University of Maryland Law School in Room 108.  This program is sponsored by Ex-Offenders Clinic, BLSA, the Criminal Law Society & Career Services. 
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Mid-Atlantic Regional BLSA Convention  Practicing and retired attorneys are being sought to serve as oral argument judges for the Frederick Douglass Moot Court Competition.  This year’s competition will be held on January 23-24, 2004, in Virginia Beach, VA.  If there are any questions, or if you would like to volunteer as a judge, please contact Krista Nelson at KNNelson04@yahoo.com or (301) 908-6881.  

29th University of Maryland BLSA Annual Scholarship and Awards Banquet  The banquet will take place at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 6, 2004, at the Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel in Downtown Baltimore.  The keynote speaker for the event will be Harry S. Johnson, Esq., President, MSBA.  For additional information, please contact Antoinette A. McRae, Vice-President & Banquet Chair, at (410) 706-6069, or amcra001@umaryland.edu   

36th National Black Law Students Association Annual Convention  The convention will be held on March 17-21, 2004, at the Hilton Boston Logan Airport, Boston, MA.

FROM THE ABA:  For additional information, go to the ABA website at www.abanet.org 

ABA Survey of Female Lawyers of Color   This is the first research of its kind.  To get more information about the survey and be a participant, please log onto http://www.abanet.org/women/women_color_registration.html 

FROM THE MSBA:   For additional information, go to the MSBA website at www.msba.org
Conroy Nominated 2004-2005 MSBA President-Elect
J. Michael Conroy, Jr., President of the Gaithersburg law firm Conroy, Ballman & Dameron, Chtd, has been named President-elect nominee of the Maryland State Bar Association (MSBA) for 2004-2005. He will run for election this June during the MSBA Annual Meeting, along with current Treasurer Edward J. Gilliss and Secretary-elect nominee, Alison L. Asti. Cornelius Helfrich, a solo practitioner from Harford County, will be installed as MSBA President at the 2004 MSBA Annual Meeting. A prominent Maryland attorney and bar association leader, Conroy is known for his effective leadership in the legal community. He is a past President of the Montgomery County Bar Association, who has been honored for his commitment to diversity and bar leadership.

Leadership Academy Accepting Applications for 2004-2005
Interested in becoming a leader in the Maryland State Bar Association? Interested in becoming a leader in your Local or Specialty Bar Associations?  The MSBA's Leadership Academy is a 12 month venture into developing leadership enhancing experiences, and you can learn more about the internal workings of the MSBA. Each term, Fellows are selected from a pool of applicants. This term has 15 Fellows participating in the program.   If you or someone you know is interested in taking this challenge, you can print an application and forward it to the MSBA by March 31, 2004.  

Pro Bono Reporting Forms In Mail
On December 26, 2003, the Court of Appeals of Maryland mailed the Pro Bono Reporting Form for 2003 and the IOLTA Compliance Form for 2003 to all Maryland attorneys. All Maryland attorneys are required to complete both forms and return them to the Court of Appeals of Maryland. These forms MUST be returned to the Court by February 15, 2004. Attorneys can go to the Court's website and complete and submit both forms electronically.                                                                                                                                                           2

50th ANNIVERSARY OF BROWN v. BOARD OF EDUCATION

(A Year-Long Celebration)



January 28, 2004  - “The Road to Brown II: From Murray to Brown - How Equal Is Separate?”  Professor Larry S. Gibson, University of Maryland School of Law, will host the 6:15-7:45 p.m. event at UoM. For more details, go to http://www.law.umaryland.edu/conferences.asp or contact LuAnn Marshall at (410) 706-4128.
 
February 17, 2004 – “The Road to Brown III: Brown v. Board Litigation”  Professor José F. Anderson, Professor of Law and Director of the Stephen L. Snyder Center for Litigation Skills, University of Baltimore School of Law, will host the 5:30-7:00 p.m. event at UoB.  For more details, go to http://law.ubalt.edu or contact Elizabeth Rhodes at (410) 837-4595.

March 9, 2004 -  “The Road to Brown IV: Roadblocks and Resistance”  Professor Sherrilyn Ifill, University of Maryland School of Law, will be the presenter.  The event will be held from 6:15 – 7:45 p.m. at the University of Maryland Law School. 

 For more Brown v. Board of Education 50th Anniversary Calendar of Events, visit the MSBA website at http://www.msba.org/brownvboard.htm 

COURT NOMINATIONS & INVESTITURES

The investiture ceremony for Sylvester Cox, Judge, Circuit Court for Baltimore City, will be held on Wednesday, January 21, 2004, at 4:00 p.m. in Courtroom 400, Mitchell Courthouse.  

The investiture ceremony for The Honorable Clayton Greene, Jr., Judge, Court of Appeals of Maryland, will be held on Thursday, January 22, 2004, at 4:00 p.m. at the State House, House Chamber.  

UPCOMING AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY EVENTS

Federal & State Income Tax Seminar  - The Baltimore Metropolitan Chapter of the National Association of Black Accounts, Inc. is sponsoring a Federal & State Income Tax Seminar on January 31, 2004.  The seminar will be held from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Baltimore City Community College, Liberty Campus, Nursing Building, Gare Auditorium.  Cost is $85.00 (NABA members) and $100.00 (general registration).  For additional information, see attachment or call (410) 655-7833 or baltimorenaba@hotmail.com  

EMPLOYMENT NOTICES

Law Clerk, Family Division, Circuit Court for Baltimore City

The Family Division of the Circuit Court for Baltimore City is seeking a law clerk.  A third or fourth year evening student or a recent graduate interested in Family Law is asked to apply.  The current salary is $21,041.00 per year plus benefits.  Interested persons are asked to submit resumes only to:  Master Robert L. Bloom 107 Courthouse East, 111 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 21202.
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MLSC Deputy Director

The Maryland Legal Services Corporation (“MLSC”) is a nonprofit organization with statewide responsibilities for raising and distributing funds to ensure civil legal assistance to Maryland’s low-income population.  For additional information about the organization, visit the MLSC website at http://www.mlsc.org, see the attachment, or submit letter of interest and resume to serlichman@mlsc.org.  No phone calls please.

Other Employment Websites: http://www.stattorney.org/employ.htm   http://www.oag.state.md.us/jobs.htm 

MCBA GENERAL MEETING SCHEDULE

             February 5, 2004

March 4, 2004


April 1, 2004 

   

May 6, 2004


June 3, 2004 


July 1, 2004 

           August 5, 2004


September 2, 2004

*October 7, 2004

Mark your calendars accordingly.  MCBA General Membership Meetings are held the first Thursday of the month at the Legal Aid Bureau, 500 East Lexington Street, Second Floor, Main Conference Room.  The meetings will start promptly at 5:30 p.m.

* Annual Meeting

** Conflict – meeting moved to 2nd Thursday of the month
MCBA MEMBER OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to Neil Duke as the November 2003 MCBA Member of the Month.  In November when MCBA President Butler was called to active duty for a two-week military tour in Germany, Neil stepped up to the plate serving as Acting President and chairing the November General Membership meeting.  His efforts and dedication to office ensuring a seamless transition process, is a testament to his future service as MCBA President.

Congratulations to Angela Shelton as the December 2003 MCBA Member of the Month.  Angela has been a very active member of MCBA over the years and decided to chair this year’s Gala.  As expected, Angela and her committee members did a spectacular job. Everyone had a wonderful time!  Angela’s efforts warrant our great appreciation.  She is a credit to the Office of the Public Defender and the MCBA organization.

MCBA WEBSITE

Please visit the MCBA “SPLASH PAGE” on the Maryland State Bar Website at: 

http://www.msba.org/links/md/specialty/mon_city_bar/index.htm 
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PAGE  
Headquarters - 500 E. Lexington Street, Suite 103   Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Mailing Address - P.O. Box 2195  Baltimore, Maryland 21203-2195

(410) 234-9991   /www.msba.org/links/md/specialty/mon_city_bar/index.htm

Monumental City Bar Association, Inc. is an affiliate of the National Bar Association, Inc.
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